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which the two latter tribes not only inflicted severe
loss but captured several guns before they finally sub-
mitted. This argues a higher form of bravery and
fighting to what we are accustomed to find in these
wild tribes, and also that their village communities
must have been far more powerful than those of the
present day ; for these three tribes are well known,
the head villages of Namsang and Tabhlung lying
only a few miles east and south of our present military
police outpost of Tamlu in the Naga hills, where the
Dikkoo river makes its exit from the mountains. A
year later the Ahoms are found defeating the Kacharis
in the Doyang and Dhansiri valleys, and sacking their
ancient capital of Dimapur. The destruction of this
and their heavy losses took all heart out of the Kachari
people, who, as we have seen before, evacuated the
Dhansiri valley and formed a new capital at Maibong
in what is now called the North Cachar hills. For
what reason the Ahoms never occupied this part of
Kachari territory is not known, but as it was quite
depopulated by war it soon relapsed into a jungle too
heavy perhaps for the conquerors to cope with ; and
so it developed into the dense Nambhor forest, gradu-
ally covering and blotting out all evidences of Kachari
towns, roads, etc., which had been their pride and
home for hundreds of years. This reign, namely that
of Sukmungnung lasting forty-two years, was long and
eventful. It was notable for successful military opera-
tions which ended in the subjugation of the Chutiyas
and Kacharis, while three Moghul invasions were
repulsed. The social condition of the people was
also considerably attended to, and artisans from
Bengal imported to teach arts and crafts, while fire-